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York Playspace is a registered Charity no. 505921.                                                                                 

The aims of the Charity are to promote Childrenôs Play in and 

around the York area.  The Charity was established over 38 years 

ago.  During that time the Charity has had a great deal of 

experience in promoting, delivering and developing PLAY in 

communities.      

Our work includes:- 

Á Mobile Playschemes which benefit Children and Young People in both the urban 

and rural areas in and around York. 

Á Venue based Playschemes, both open access and pre-booked places. 

Á Chill Outs Zones which benefit Children and Young People aged 8 -13 yrs in 

three specific area of York; they include the Tang Hall area, 68 Centre area of 

Heworth and Dringhouses area. 

Á Playwork Promotion  

Á Playwork information and networking to support other organisations committed to 

play. 

Á Local Compact Champions for Play. 

Á Representation of the Voluntary Sector and also be Open Access Play on 

Strategic Boards. 

Á Inform National Policy with local Practises 

Á Work in partnership with local communities to establish Play/Chill Out Zones in 

their own areas. 

Á Play Consultation work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WHAT ARE RYEDALE RANGERS?  
 

The Ryedale Rangers is a Play project funded by Ryedale 

District Council. York Playspace have been appointed lead 

service provider for the fourth year, by Ryedale District Council 

to run the project. Originally the project was funded by the Big 

Lottery.  This funding enabled us to have a play team consisting of 3 Playworkers, who travelled 

to different rural sites around Ryedale.  We hired a van and filled it with sports, arts and crafts 

and play equipment and with a large teepee for shelter from the elements.  The Playworkers 

have endured, winds, rain, and if they were lucky hot sunny days.  Regardless of the weather 

they still pitch their tent and wait for the children to arrive. The team visited 20 different open 

spaces over this summerôs 4 week period. 

 

Each session was for 2 hours and we run 2 sessions per day. The AM session was from 

10.30am ï 12.30pm and the PM session was from 1.30 ï 3.30pm and was aimed at Children 

aged 5 years to 13 years.  As the sessions were held in open public spaces we did not exclude 

any Children or Young People from the sessions that are younger or older.  This year we have 

had over 449 children under the age of 8 years and of those 185 were under 4 years of age, and 

406 young people aged over 8years attending Ryedale Rangers.   

 

During each session we provided the children and young people with supervised activities with 

many arts, crafts, imaginative play and sports activities including circle and team games.  The 

Children and Young were also given a drink of juice and a biscuit, and this is all for FREE. 

 

This year was the fourth year that we have run the Ranger project; although we have run similar 

projects in the York area for some years. Once again we are very pleased with the number of 

children and young people that attended and also the number of volunteers from the local 

communities that have helped with the initial set up and those that attended on the days, with 

special recognition for those at Helmsley that advertised the event on social media networks, 

Facebook for example and this proved very successful, this should be looked at next year 

utilizing local contacts.  

 

 

 

 

  

 



CHILDRENS ATTENDANCE RYEDALE RANGERS SUMMER 2011 
 

DATE VENUE Under 
8,s 

Over 
8,s 

TOTAL 

Mon 25 July  Norton ï Riverside View 31 21 52 

Tues 26 July  Burythorpe ï Sports Centre 30 32 62 

Weds 27 July  Rillington ï Recreation Ground High Street 24 21 45 

Thurs 28 July  Lockton & Levisham ï Playing Field 17 17 34 

Fri 29 July  Kirbymoorside ï Old Road 34 32 66 

Mon 1 August  Swinton ï Play Area 40 27 67 

Tues 2 August Kirby Misperton ï Village Hall 22 23 45 

Weds 3 August Pickering ï Manor Drive 19 24 43 

Thurs 4 August  Nawton ï Beckett Recreation Ground 41 32 73 

Fri 5  August  Gillamoor ï Playing Field 14 13 27 

Mon 8 August Wombleton ï Sports and Recreation Ground 17 11 28 

Tues 9 August  Helmsley ï Community Sports Club 25 29 54 

Weds 10 August  Pickering ï Hawthorne Lane 8 5 13 

Thurs 11 August  Ebberston- Sports Field 10 5 15 

Fri 12  August  Gilling East ï Playing Field 8 16 24 

Mon 15 August  Sheriff hutton ï Village Hall Play Area 32 29 61 

Tues 16 August  Thixendale ï Cricket Pavillion 30 9 39 

Weds 17 August  Sherburn ï Playing Field 11 17 28 

Thurs 18 August  Scagglethorpe ï Playground 20 16 36 

Fri 19 August  Thornton Le Dale ï Playing Field  16 27 43 

     

 TOTALS 449 406 855 

                  

Attendance by under eights:  449  

Attendance by over eights:  406 

Attendance Total:  855 over 4 weeks 

Green highlights the days with very heavy rainfall  

Last year the total attendance was, 1,082 a decrease of 230, however we did run for an 

extra week last year, with an average weekly attendance of 213.75 this year we can see 

that weekly numbers have remained fairly consistence year on year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



2011 Childrenôs Evaluations    
 

Out of the 114 evaluation forms that we received back from the children, asking them 

how they enjoyed the Ryedale Rangers Mobile Playschemes, below is the information 

that we obtained.   

Today we are playing at:     Area I live is: 
Norton  Malton,  

Burythorpe Leavening, Thixendale, Norton, 

Rillington Scampston, Sherburn 

Lockton & Levisham  Newton upon Rawcliffe 

Ebberston  Scarborough  

Gilling East  Oulsten, Helmsley, Scaraborough 

Sheriff Hutton  Essex, York, Amotherby, Thornoton-Le 

Clay 

Thixendale  Leavening, Malton, Fridaythorpe  

Sherburn  Staxton, Scarborough 

Scagglethorpe  Norton,  

 
 
 

       Great  OK  Not Good 
a)  The mobile Rangers Playscheme is:  98              14       0 

b)  The things to do are:     89   22     2   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To get to the Mobile Playscheme today : 
 

Came on my 

bike  

 

 

16 

Came on my 

own 

 

3 

Walked  

 

 

35 

Came with 

my friends  

 

31 

Came in the 

car  
 

 

63 

Came with an 

adult  

 

80 



 

The majority of the children either came in by walking or in the car with 56% in the car and 35% 
walking with 14% coming on their bikes. 
 
Over 70.1% came with in adult, 27.2 % coming with friends and just 2.7% coming on their own. 
 
 

Things that the children enjoyed most at the Rangers Playscheme: 
 
¶ Arts & Crafts and  Making things  

¶ Creativity  

¶ Being outside 

¶ Sports 

¶ people 

 

 

The thing that the children enjoyed least at the Rangers playscheme are: 
 
 

¶ weather 

¶ swings 

¶ Wasps 

¶ Nettles  

I have made some new friends at the Playscheme today 
 

Yes 58    No 55 

 
I have met my friends at the Playscheme today 
 
 

Yes 103    No 11 
 
 
 
   

 Things I like about this 
space 

Things I donôt like about 
this space  
 

Norton Climbing Wall Nettles 

 Climbing trees Landing park on the climbing 

wall 

 Everything Swings 

Burythorpe  Parachuting  slide 

 Running - playing nothing 

 Swings Football goals  

 Playing cricket  Nothing  

Rillington The big see saw Swings 



 Climbing frames Too many ditches 

 The necklace Football  

 Everything No  

Lockton Zip Wire Monkey bars 

 Near home Nothing 

Ebberston Cricket pitch Nothing 

 Football Tennis nothing 

 Green open Nothing  

Gilling East The swings The roundabout 

 People nice  nothing 

 Lots of things to do Not enough children  

 The swing and the wired 

climbing 

tree 

Sheriff Hutton Monkey bars Baby stuff 

 Its all grassy None 

 Everything  Climbing frame 

 The equipment  craft 

Thixendale The size of the place wasps 

 Meeting up with my 

friends 

nothing 

 All of the stuff Nothing I didnôt like 

 Hills great Sheep poo 

Sherburn Swings Play area  

 Large field great tents Nothing  

 I really like art Nothing 

Scagglethorpe Football  Nothing 

 Swings Nothing 

 Everything Nothing 

 
 

How old are you? 
 

Under 5  -  19    5 Years ï  18    6 years ï 14  
  7 years ï 13    8 years   -  11       9 years ï  15                         
10 years ï 15            11 years ï   2                      12 years -  2     
13 years ï 1 
 
 

  
Boys = 58  Girls = 51 

 
Other Activities on offer were :   

Tag running French Cricket Decorating plant pots Felt Pictures 

French cricket Cricket Planted flowers & seeds Paper planes 

Donkey ïcatch game Dame making Pirate, hand, finger puppets Paper Frogs 

Pirate game Pond dipping Glass painting collage 



Sports River activities Whales & fortune tellers  Giant snakes 

Limbo Paper sailing boats Necklaces, Bracelets Photo frames 

Command game Stream Fishing Foam door name plaques Caterpillars 

Rounders Shark attack Sea pictures Bookmarks 

Rugby Jumping frogs Fridge Magnets Making Purses 

Horse Shoe Aquariums Musical instruments Framed Mirrors 

Football Wind Mills Arts/Crafts sticking & gluing Clay modelling 

Parachute Bug Hunting  Tissue paper  flowers Candle making 

skipping Cross stitch sewing Stain glass windows Face painting 

Cooperative games Making bags Sun Catchers Treasure Chests 

Badminton Pillows Chinese Lanterns Spider making 

Basket Ball Patchwork quilts Multicultural  people Crab hats 

Races Weaving African Masks Clay pots 

Mini Olympics Pom Pom Creatures Environmental art Felt people 

Tig Treasure hunt Paper baskets & Hats Origami boxes 

Obstacle course Crayola Models Teddy bear puppets Kite making 

Dodge ball Mask making  Feather hats Reading 

Three legged race Mosaic Under sea display Jewellery boxes 

Team Games Junk modelling Paper plate fish & birds charades 

Drama games Aliens Metallic Pen Drawings Masks 

Twister Paper aeroplanes Foam ABCôs Olympic torches 

 

2011Parent/Carers Evaluations  
 

Parent/carers 44 returned:  

                                           Good  0K  Poor 

a)  The Location     43  1    0 
b)  The Programme times    43  1    0  
c)  The activities/workshops   41  3    0   
d)  The Playworkers     44  0    0    
e)  Your childôs enjoyment    43  1    0     
 
These parents had 41 children Under 5 and 49 over 5. These programs are currently 
aimed at 5-13 years therefore the service could be improved by including age 
appropriate dedicated funds for the younger group.  
 

 

Would you like to see these Ryedale Rangers on next year during the summer 
holidays? 
 

YES 43 NO    01  
 

 

How much would you be willing to pay for this scheme in the future? 
 
Out of 44 the average price willing to be paid came out at £3.16 ï the variables were 
between £1- £10.  
 
 



 
Ages of Children attending: 
 
 

Under 5s = 41  5 ï 7 year old = 33    8 ï 12 years = 19   over 12 = 0 
 
 
 
Parent/Carers Comments 
 

¶ Kirbymoorside  

 

-  Brilliant and great outdoor healthy activities instead of TV  

-  Great fun and well managed  

-  Excellent love the  social interaction  

-  Excellent please keep coming  

 

¶ Burythorpe  

 

-  Fantastic  

-  My children have really enjoyed it. It is a great FREE day out for mums 

too! 

 

¶ Kirby Misperton  

-  Number of different activities is fantastic  

 

¶ Lockton  

 

-the children look forward to thi s event every year  

 

¶ Gilling East  

 

-  Good that they can provide a tent and that they provide a snack and 

drink.  
 
 
Visitors to the sites included  
 
Chris Chatten 
David Chugg 
RDC Consultation  
S Richmond 
 
 
 

 

 



TRAINING:  
 
At York Playspace we invest a great deal of time and money into the training and 

development of our staff and volunteers.  We believe that by having staff and volunteers 

appropriately trained in their areas of expertise, we are providing the Parents/Carers 

and the children, with a quality service. This year we have employed a dedicated trainer 

who will be getting our training courses endorsed and accredited, this will enable us to 

authenticate the high standard of training we provide.  

 

All the Playworkers that worked on the summer playschemes attended Induction and a 

three day Playwork training course  

 

The Playworkers all benefited from the courses attended.  In addition, it gave them time 

to meet their team and gave them some new activities and games to do with the 

children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OVERVIEW & CONCLUSION OF SUMMER RYEDALE RANGERS  

ATTENDANCE 

 

Attendance was very good again this year; we were given funding to run for four weeks.  

 

From our records we can see that over the years there have been a high number of less 

than 4ôs attending the schemes, it is not an issue for us however the schemes are aimed 

at those 5-13. If, as it appears,  a high demand for services for younger children and the 

social interaction and community links made by their parents we should look at focusing 

some funds at age appropriate activities for the under 5ôs and a designated area away 

from the older activities which can include needles and small beads.  
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Fig 1. This graph shows the attendance of all less than 8 years and highlights those less than 4 

years of age.  

 

The schemes have again attracted support from a high volume of children and local 

support.  

 

The team thoroughly enjoyed their summer in Ryedale this year, they worked very well 

together and this was recognised in the feedback they received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance 

As you can see on the graph below there have been some very high numbers of 

attendees. 
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Fig 2- Ebberston and Pickering Hawthorne lane �± Both days with heavy rainfall  

 

We have had fantastic feedback from the children, parents, grandparents and visitors to 

the sites. One lady felt so strongly about the work that we do that after visiting the 

Rangers she decided to donate some of her lottery windfall to the charity, she stated in 

her letter; 

 

       �³In appreciation of your work with the children and the enthusiasm of the team�  ́

 

 


