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York Playspace is a registered Charity no. 505921.                                                                                 

The aims of the Charity are to promote Children’s Play in and around the York area.  

The Charity was established over 35 years ago.  During that time the Charity has 

had a great deal of experience in promoting, delivering and developing PLAY in 

communities.      

 

Our work includes:- 

Á Mobile Playschemes which benefit Children and Young People in both the 

urban and rural areas in and around York. 

Á Venue based Playschemes, both open access and pre-booked places. 

Á Chill Outs Zones which benefit Children and Young People aged 8 -13 yrs in 

three specific area of York; they include the Tang Hall area, 68 Centre area 

of Heworth and Dringhouses area. 

Á Playwork Promotion  

Á Playwork information and networking to support other organisations 

committed to play. 

Á Local Compact Champions for Play. 

Á Representation of the Voluntary Sector and also be Open Access Play on 

Strategic Boards. 

Á Inform National Policy with local Practises 

Á Work in partnership with local communities to establish Play/Chill Out Zones 

in their own areas. 

Á Play Consultation work. 
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WHAT IS A MOBILE PLAYSCHEME? 
 

A mobile playscheme team consists of 3 Playworkers, who travel to different rural 

villages and a few inner-city sites, in a van full of sports equipment, arts and crafts 

and play equipment. They have a large tent which provides shelter from either the 

sun or the rain.  The Playworkers often endure high winds, torrential rain, and if they 

are lucky lovely hot sunny days.  Regardless of the weather they still pitch their tent 

and interact with the Children that attend.   

 

Each session is for 2 hours and we run 2 sessions per day; the morning or AM 

session is from 10.30am – 12.30pm and the afternoon or PM session is from 1.30 – 

3.30pm.  Each session is aimed at children aged 5 years to 13 years.  As the 

sessions are held in open public spaces we do not exclude any children or young 

people from the sessions that are younger or older, this year we have had over 308 

children under the age of 5 attending the Mobiles, this is still an area for 

development in the future as the mobiles are aimed at children 5-13 years of age 

however there is clearly a demand for the schemes for the younger children and 

their carers. Therefore it may be beneficial to the community to deliver age 

appropriate schemes for younger children in a separate environment from the older 

children with more appropriate equipment.  

    

Fig. 1- Shows the proportion of under 8years that were in fact under 5 years  

 

During each session we provide the Children and Young People with supervised 

activities with many arts, crafts and sports activities including circle and team 

games.  The Children and Young are also given a drink of juice and a biscuit, and 
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this is all for FREE. This year the mobile Playschemes have been funded through 2 

different funding streams.  The City of York Council’s Play Grant funded and the 

City of York Council Ward Committee’s. 

 
WARD FUNDED MOBILES 

Each year residents within the 18 Wards within the City of York vote on what they 

would like to see the allocation of Ward Money spent within their Ward.  Playspace 

were asked to put applications in to the wards to run playschemes in their area. The 

residents vote on all the applications that have been submitted as to what they want 

their ward money spent on and how much.  We were invited to the Ward meetings 

to show what we do by showing them reports, scrap books from year before on 

what activities the children did photographs and talking about what we do. 

 

This year we were granted funds from 6 Wards to run a total of 50 x 2 hour sessions 

over a five week period from 25th July to 26th August 2011 inclusive, this.  This 

enabled us to have 2 teams running for 5 weeks. 

 

The Wards we received funding for this year were: 

¶ Bishopthorpe & Wheldrake    -  10 sessions 

¶ Huntington & New Earswick              -  10 sessions 

¶ Westfield’s       -   6 sessions 

¶ Haxby & Wiggington       - 10 sessions 

¶ Skelton, Rawcliffe & Clifton Without     - 6 sessions 

¶ Heworth                                                               - 8 sessions 

Please see the graph below showing number of sessions per ward. 

 

Fig. 2- Distribution of funding throughout the wards  
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This year we also received funding from the City of York Council’s “Shine” play grant to 

facilitate additional mobile playschemes for 5 weeks.  This allowed us to provided Play 

experiences and opportunities for over 1,165 children and young people (last year we 

provided 2,150, this was with an extra team doing 5 weeks).  

 

CHILDREN’S ATTENDANCE MOBILE 1  SUMMER 2011 
 

 

        = Days that it rained very heavily            
    

DATE VENUE Under 
8's 

Over 
8's 

TOTAL 

Mon 25 July  Acomb – Acomb Green 27 39 66 

Tues 26 July Elvington – Sports Field 11 17 28 

Weds 27 July  Heworth – Dodsworth Park 13 22 35 

Thurs 28 July  New Earswick – Recreation Ground 27 26 53 

Fri 29 July Wigginton Mill Lane – Playing Field 5 13 18 

Mon  1 Aug Rawcliffe – Country Park 17 12 29 

Tues 2  Aug Weldrake – Village Hall  17 19 36 

Weds 3 Aug Haxby – Ethel Ward 22 22 44 

Thurs 4 Aug  Huntington – Orchard Park 9 20 29 

Fri 5 Aug  Acomb – Chesney Fields 17 26 43 

Mon 8 Aug  Tang Hall – Community Centre 4 3 7 

Tues 9 Aug  Bishopthorpe – Acaster Lane 9 5 14 

Weds 10 Aug  New Earswick – Recreation Ground 12 14 26 

Thurs 11 Aug  Haxby- Ethel Ward 2 4 6 

Fri 12 Aug  Heworth – Glen Gardens 17 13 30 

Mon 15 Aug  Bootham Stray Playing Fields  1 1 2 

Tues 16 Aug  Bishopthorpe – Acaster Lane 13 9 22 

Weds 17 Aug  Huntington – Orchard Park 25 23 48 

Thurs 18 Aug  Wigginton Mill Lane – Playing Field 7 6 13 

Fri 19 Aug  Tang Hall – Community Centre 7 6 13 

Mon 22 Aug Skelton- The Pastures 16 5 21 

Tues 23 Aug Haxby – Ethel Ward 22 28 50 

Weds 24 Aug New Earswick – Recreation Ground 29 26 55 

Thurs 25 Aug Weldrake – Village Hall 3 2 5 

Fri 26 Aug Acomb – Tedder Road Play Area  6 6 12 

             MOBILE 1            TOTALS 338 367 705 
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Under 8's
48%

Over 8's 
52%

Mobile 1 Age Ranges 2011

 
Fig. 3- Shows the balance in those under and over 8 years who attended 

the schemes.  

 
Attendance by under eights:  338 

 
Attendance by over eights 367 

 
Attendance Total:  705 

 
(last year the total attendance was 502 an increase this year of 203. 
This was achieved with less session this year and one less mobile 

team equates to 50 fewer sessions session) 
 
 

CHILDRENS ATTENDANCE WARD MOBILE  2 SUMMER 2011 
 

DATE VENUE Under 
8's 

Over 
8's 

TOTAL 

Mon 25 July  Poppleton – Esk Park 12 20 32 

Tues 26 July  Copmanthorpe – Sports Club 7 1 8 

Weds 27 July  Rawcliffe Landalewood Road Park 15 15 30 

Thurs 28 July  Askham Bryan – Playing Fields  17 6 23 

Fri 29 July  Knapton Rural West 1 1 2 

Mon 1 Aug  Naburn – Village Hall Playing Field 9 28 37 

Tues 2 Aug  Poppleton – Esk Park 31 11 42 

Weds 3 Aug  Strensall – North Fields Park 12 11 23 

Thurs 4 Aug  Rufforth – Playing Fields 0 0 0 

Fri 5 Aug  Elvington – Sports Field 15 7 22 

Mon 8 Aug  Skelton – The Pastures 6 11 17 

Tues 9 Aug  Badger Hill – Hull Road 9 16 26 

Weds 10 Aug  Naburn – Village Hall Playing Field 7 11 18 

Thurs 11 Aug  Acomb – Grange Lane 5 6 11 

Fri 12 Aug  Stockton on the Forest- Stone Rigg 11 7 18 

Mon 15 Aug  Askham Bryan – Playing Fields  8 4 12 
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Tues 16 Aug  Elvington – Sports Field 4 0 4 

Weds 17 Aug  Dunnington Intake Lane Playing Field 17 20 37 

Thurs 18 Aug  Acomb – Cornlands Rd Park 6 5 11 

Fri 19 Aug  Copmanthorpe – Sports Club 7 2 9 

Mon 22 Aug  Wigginton Mill Lane Playing Field  9 10 19 

Tues 23 Aug  Rufforth – Playing Field 6 3 9 

Weds 24 Aug  Poppleton – Community Centre 10 17 27 

Thurs 25 Aug  Hessay – Paly Area  9 6 15 

Fri 26 Aug  Badger Hill – Hull Road  2 7 9 

 WARD Mobile 1         TOTALS                                                      235 225 460 

       
   = Days that it rained very heavily 
 
 

Under 8's
51%

Over 8's 
49%

Mobile 2 Age Ranges 2011

 
Fig. 4- Shows the balance in those under and over 8 years who attended the schemes. 
 
Mobile 2 

 
Attendance by under eights:  =235 

Attendance by over eights:    = 225 
 

Attendance Total: 460 
(Last year’s attendance = 688 a decrease this year of 227 however we have had 

less session this year and one less mobile team equates to 50 fewer sessions 
session) 

 
TOTAL children and young people that attended the summer 

MOBILE TEAMS 

¶ Attendance Total: 1,165 
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Fig. 5 Shows the total number of attendees over the 100 hundred session and 2 mobiles.  

 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO ATTENDED EACH WARD/SITE: 25 JULY 
– 26 AUGUST 2011 
 

Bishopthorpe & Wheldrake - (10 Sessions Ward funded) 
131 Children attended over 14 sessions  
 
 

HUNTINGTON & NEW EARSWICK - (10 Sessions Ward funded) 

211 Children attended over 10 sessions 
 
WESTFIELDS - (6 Sessions Ward funded) 

143 Children attended over 10 sessions  
 
SKELTON, RAWCLIFFE & CLIFTON WITHOUT - (6 Sessions Ward funded) 

109 Children attended over 10 sessions  
 
HAXBY & WIGGINGTON - (10 Sessions Ward funded) 

 150 Children attended over 12 sessions  
 
HEWORTH – (8 Sessions Ward funded) 

85 Children attended over 8 sessions  
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Ward Funded Sessions and Attendance 
2011 

FUNDED SESSIONS Children attended

 
Fig. 6 Attendees at the ward funded sessions 

 

 

 

Advertising/Promotion 
 
This year the schemes where again advertised in the SHINE magazine. We also 
listed them on local radio each week, wrote to schools and circulated posters and 
advertised on our website. One of our trustees also posted regular tweets about our 
activities on our Playspace Twitter page. @yorkplayspace. 
 
Promotion still comes back as lacking from the workers feedback, this seems to be 
an issue each year and each year we develop new methods of promotion, including 
flags and banners this year. However in Ryedale the team had local contacts who 
put the information onto facebook and this worked really well.  

 
 
 

2011 Parent/Carers Evaluations   
 

Parent/carers  returned: 
                                           Great  0K  Poor   

b)  The Location     86   3                    0 
c)  The Programme times  108                 1                    0 
d)  The activities/workshops   88                 4                    0 
e)  The Playworkers   111                 1                   0 
f)  Your child’s enjoyment    88              2                   0 
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Fig. 7 shows that none of the above where rated as poor by parents of carers.  

 

We asked ñwould you like us to come againò 
YES = 101  NO = 0 
 
 

Ages of Children attending: 
 
Under 8 = 137  8 and 0ver = 19 
 
 

  Parents/carers comments 
 

× Rufforth 

Very good staff they were excellent  

× Dunnington  

Excellent we would come again   

Poppleton 

Great activities for both boys and girls  

× New Earswick 

Great activities for 5 -8years  

Excellent! Even in the rain  

Have been most weeks and they even enjoyed it in the rain  

Keep it going  

× Acomb Green   

Great idea used the scheme last year, very friendly staff   

× Elvington  

I think itõs brilliant for t he children; they love the activities and 

playworkers very good with them  

Fantastic!  

Very friendly  
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Additional parent comments – Bishopthorpe, 

Copmanthorpe and Rufforth  

 My son has Down syndrome and although I stay when he attends I 

think the staffs have been excellent with their interaction and 

accommodationôs to his extra needs or any help he has required. 

 

I donôt get out very much in the summer because I have 2 children who 

require a lot of supervision; Playspace has been a sanity saver and I an 

immensely enjoyable activity for my son. Thanks to you all  

 
 

2011 Children’s Evaluations    
 

Out of the 116 evaluation forms that we received back from the children, asking 

them how they enjoyed the York Mobile Playschemes, below is the information that 

we obtained.   

Great  OK  Not Good 
a)  The mobile Playschemes is:     92 23 1 
b)  The things to do are:     94                   21 1 
  

I have made some new friends at the Playscheme today 
 

Yes  77  No   39 
(Over 66.3 % of the children & young people made new friends) 

 

I have met my friends at the Playscheme today? 
 

Yes   92   No 23 
(Over 79.3% the children & young people met up with their friends at the mobiles) 
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Fig.8 Shows how the young people rate the scheme 

 

To get to the Mobile Playscheme today : 
 

Came on my 

bike  

 

20 Came on my 

own 

 

2 

Walked  

 

32 Came with 

my friends  

 

20 

Came in the 

car  
 

68 Came with an 

adult  

 

90 

 

 

 

Fig.9 Shows that the majority arrived at the playschemes by car 
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Fig. 10 demonstrates that the majority of children attended with an adult 

 

 

Today we are playing at:  Area I live is: 
 

WHELDRAKE Escrick, Copmanthorpe  

ASKHAM BRYAN Hessay, Acomb, Rawcliffe, Tockwith 

ELVINGTON  York, Wheldrake, Copmanthorpe  

RUFFORTH Knapton, Hessay, Acomb 

ACOMB Foxwood, Rawcliffe 

NABURN Dringhouses, Crockey Hill, Stillingfleet 

STOCKTON ON THE FOREST Kingsmoor Road 

BADGER HILL Acomb, Lincolnshire, Heworth  

ESK PARK Escrick, Foss Walk, Acomb  

RAWCLIFFE Heworth, Clifton, St Clements Gove 

WIGGINGTON Haxby, Earswick,  

GLEN GARDENS Huntington 

 
Out of the 297 evaluations that were received from the children & young people that 
attended the Mobile playschemes, over 25% of them were prepared to travel 
anything from 3 – 13miles to attend the Playschemes.  Some of the children & 
young people even followed them round.  
 
 

How old are you? 
   
Under 5  -   11   5 Years – 16    6 years –19 
  7 years –  24   8 years   - 12         9 years – 15                           
10 years –  14            11 years –  6                       12 years -1      
 
 
Boys =   49 Girls = 69 
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Things that the children enjoyed most at the Mobile Playscheme: 
 
Drawing  
Sports  
Arts and Crafts 
Making Flowers  
Sewing  
Football 
Sand Pictures 
Name Signs 
 

The thing that the children enjoyed least at the Mobile playscheme are: 
 

Nothing 
Hot 
Raining  
Dog running loose 
 
 
 

Things I like about this 
space 

Things I don’t like about 
this space  
 

Things I do like about this 
space 

Hessay  

 

Too much baby stuff, Wibbly wobbly,  

Strensall  

  

Swing park, It’s a very big park, football 

goals 

Rufforth  

 

Muddy, big holes Big to play games, loads of 

rooms,  

Acomb Grange Lane 

 

Dog running loose, big 

holes 

Someone to play with  

Naburn 

 

Bit crowded, cricket, car 

park at front 

Good for all ages, football 

pitch, playing with friends, 

lots of space 

Elvington  

 

Football pitch  Its big  

Askham Bryan 

 

nettles Swings, space  

Esk Park 

 

No place to cycle, round 

about  

Play park,  

Skelton  

 

Just grass, grass  Big,  

Wigginton  Chicken on the field, no 

shade, grass 

Its big, big,  
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ACTIVITIES    
 

Activities that the children & young people participated in this year  
SPORTS & 
OUTDOOR PLAY 

MULTICULTURAL & THEMES  

Obstacle courses Hindu masks Wand Making 

Cricket Multicultural people Split pin clowns 

Tennis Divali candles Music box  

Skipping Japanese fish cricket Penguins 

Parachute games Diwali pop up elephants Leaf collage 

Ball games & 
rackets 

Pirate telescopes, eye patches, hats  Face paints 

Bean bag races Musical island, boat making, island games Blow painting 

Stilts Leaf collecting Lollipop Fish   

Frisbee Chinese lanterns Animal masks 

Hoops Space Pictures Beastie Bugs  

Football Spanish Fans Giant Painty bugs 

Hockey Mosaic making Split pin Animals 

Dodge Ball Flag Making  Pirates 

Water Fun Olympic Torches, medals, flags Door hangers 

Tug-of-war  Lace Painting T-shirt design 

Tig  Model Magic Animals Animal Drawin g 

3 legged race Tiled mirrors Doll Making 

Circle games Plant pot decorating   Pillow Making 

Giant connect 4 seed/flower planting Drawing 

Horse shoes Stained glass windows Finger puppets 

Spiders webs ARTS AND CRAFTS 
 

Stick People  

Scavenger Hunt Flower Making Blow Painting 

Treasure hunts Grass & Stick Pictures Glass Painting  

Stuck in the Mud Magnet Door Hangers Glass mobiles 

Space hoppers Jelly bean monsters Tent Decorating 

Piggy in Middle Felt Magnets Teddy Making 

Running Races Friendship Bracelets Candle making 

Rounders Newspaper cloths Glitter globes 

Junk Modelling Sewing purses/stuffed animals Picture Magnets 

Book Corner Cardboard Box cars/rockets Clay modelling 

Dominoes  Flowers &Flower pots Pom pom bugs 

Rubbings Badge &mirror making Mirror decorating 
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TRAINING:  
 

At York Playspace we invest a great deal of time and money into the training and 

development of our staff and volunteers.  We believe that by having staff and 

volunteers appropriately trained in their areas of expertise, we are providing the 

Parents/Carers and the children, with a quality service. This year we have employed 

a dedicated trainer who will be getting our training courses endorsed and 

accredited, this will enable us to authenticate the high standard of training we 

provide.  

 

All the Playworkers that worked on the summer playschemes attended Induction 

and a three day Playwork training course  

 

The Playworkers all benefited from the courses attended.  In addition, it gave them 

time to meet their team and gave them some new activities and games to do with 

the children.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 17 

 
OVERVIEW & CONCLUSION OF SUMMER MOBILE PLAYSCHEMES 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

The Mobile Playschemes this year have been very well attended and a great 

success.  This year we were funded by City of York Council Play fund for 1 mobile 

team for 5 weeks and York ward committee funded 2 mobile teams for 5 weeks.  

With this funding we were able to visit all the sites listed below 25 days, 2 sessions 

a day with 2 two teams equalling 100 sessions.  

 

As you can see from the list below Acomb Green with 66 attendees on one day 

making this a very busy successful day. Some of the more rural areas when less 

well attended including Knapton, however this does not mean that they were not still 

appreciated and enjoyed.  The weather has also played a part in the poor 

attendance on two days during the summer when we had torrential rain; however 

this again shows the dedication of the teams that over several days of very poor 

weather they entertained and facilitated play for so many children.  
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Fig. 11 shows the number of attendees at each site 

 

I have been very happy with the attendance this year as we are reaching more 

children in more locations that have very little or no play provision; thus giving the 

children & Young people in these areas, positive play opportunities.   

Thanks to both sets of funding this year we provided Play experiences and 

opportunities for over 2, 150 children and young people. 
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INCIDENTS AND ACCIDENTS  

 

There was an incident this year involving a young boy who was not at the 

playschemes but in the park itself, he fell badly an d cut his head, thankfully 

our first aid trained staff witnessed the accident and went to assist him. 

He needed stitches but we are very grateful and proud of our dedicated 

staffs that were able to help and comfort him . 
 

The most popular sites this year were: 
¶ Acomb Green 

¶ New Earswick recreation ground 

¶ Haxby Ethel Ward 

¶ Huntington Orchard Park 

¶ Dunnington Intake Lane 

¶ Poppleton Esk Park 

The Playschemes  
 
Every year there are more and more children under 5 coming with their parents, this 

year we had over 308 children 5 years and under this was 26.36% last year this 

was 16% of the actual attendances.  This high proportion does need to be 

considered in future planning, the activities and tools available for the older children 

are not appropriate for this age group, the number or workers also need to be 

considered when working with younger children.   

 

I would like to thank: 
All  the playworkers that worked on the mobile playschemes for all 
of their hard work  
Playspace management team for their support  
All of our Volunteers  
City of York Councils Play team for their support and funding  
All of the Wards that provided funding for us  
 

I would also like to thanks the Children & young people that 

attended, the Parents/Carers for their positive feedback, kind 

comments and th eir support of the playschemes . 
 

Mary Martin  
Project Coordinator  
York Playspace 


